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Synopsis

"Finnegans Wake", the greatest avant-garde novel of all time, was first published seventy years ago
- and people are still trying to work out what it is about. There is Humphrey Chimpden Earwicker -
aka HCE (Here Comes Everyone) - and Anna Livia Plurabelle, but also Finnegan the hod carrier (or
was he a giant?), whose wake is the subject of the book. This masterly reading of the abridged

version, with copious notes aiding comprehension, is republished with a new cover.
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Customer Reviews

"Finnegans Wake" is a novel for people who are tired of reading novels. The chapter summaries in
the table of contents, and not the body of the novel itself, give evidence of a plot, which concerns
the dream-consciousness of a man whose initials H.C.E. recur as an acronym at various points in
the text and whose wife Anna Livia Plurabelle, sons Shem (the Penman) and Shaun (the Postman),
and daughter Issy figure prominently among many other exotic and unexpected characters.
However, the presentation is so nebulous and abstract that the novel resembles nothing else in
literature, although the style looks deceptively easy to imitate.Upon first looking at the pages of
"Finnegans Wake," one inevitably must wonder what it's supposed to be. My explanation of it is an
extension of my theory about "Ulysses," which is that "Ulysses" was Joyce’s effort to write a novel
that used every single existing word in the English language, or at least as many as he could.
(Among its 400,000 words, "Ulysses" certainly has a much broader lexicon than any other novel of

comparable length.) Having exhausted all the possibilities of English in "Ulysses," he had only one



recourse for his next project, which was to create an entirely new language as a pastiche of all the
existing ones; the result is "Finnegans Wake."The language in "Finnegans Wake" is a continuum of
puns, portmanteaus, disfigured words, anagrams, and rare scraps of straightforward prose. What
Joyce does is exploit the way words look and sound in order to associate them with remote,

unrelated ideas.

I've just reached the end ... or is it the beginning? It's taken me six months, with Anthony Burgess’
'Here Comes Everybody’ providing a basic and unsatisfactory commentary on this nightmare of a
book. | can’t really recommend anybody to read this unless you know exactly what you're letting
yourself in for ... unlike Ulysses, which | believe everybody should attempt at some point in their
lives. So why have | given it 5 stars? Because it simply had to be written.Without the Wake,
twentieth century fiction would have been simply an extension of the nineteenth century. This book
is what sets us apart. Don’t believe the people who tell you it's a joke - a genius like Joyce doesn’t
spend 15 years, resign himself to penury when a "Ulysses Lite" could have made him a rich man,
and ultimately ruin his eyesight all for nothing more than the literary equivalent of a whoopee
cushion. There are deep things here, it's just that they’re buried so deep that it's mostly not worth
the effort of mining them. But again, I've given it 5 stars because this book is like a nail bomb in a
library (shhhhh!) - it destroyed everyone’s perception of what could ever constitute literature. If the
Wake can be created, anything is possible. The Wake gave the green light to everyone’s wildest
imaginings and bizarre method of telling it - after all, whatever you write it won’t be as difficult or as
slow or as mad or as painful as this work.Don’t let anybody tell you that there is an easy way into
this book. Whichever way you approach it, however many primers and explanations you read,
nothing will prepare you for 650 pages of dense dream-imagery written in polyglottal puns through

which you grasp at anything that makes the slightest sense (and | mean slightest).

Download to continue reading...

Finnegans Wake (Modern Classics) A Reader's Guide to Finnegans Wake (Reader’'s Guides) Dead
Wake: : The Last Crossing of the Lusitania by Erik Larson | Summary & Analysis Cortijo’s Wake / El
entierro de Cortijo Dead Wake: The Last Crossing of the Lusitania Dying to Wake Up: A Doctor’s
Voyage into the Afterlife and the Wisdom He Brought Back Wake Up, Magic Duck! (Magic Bath
Books) Wake Up, Sun! (Step-Into-Reading, Step 2) Good Morning Yoga: A Pose-by-Pose Wake Up
Story Hey! Wake Up! (Boynton on Board) Wake Up, Island Wake the Bride: Facing These Last
Days with Your Eyes Wide Open Hellboy Library Edition, Volume 1: Seed of Destruction and Wake
the Devil Breakfast: Recipes to Wake Up For How to Wake Up: A Buddhist-Inspired Guide to


http://overanswer.com/en-us/read-book/emAp1/finnegans-wake-modern-classics.pdf?r=2kNRk9exRDGFLy%2Fk076ZOgbbsw9fFFMEORh4%2FP1HawQ%3D

Navigating Joy and Sorrow Wake Up America: The Nine Virtues That Made Our Nation Great--and
Why We Need Them More Than Ever Shall We Wake the President?: Two Centuries of Disaster
Management from the Oval Office Why | Wake Early: New Poems If | Should Die Before | Wake
The Wake of the Lorelei Lee: Being an Account of the Further Adventures of Jacky Faber, On Her

Way to Botany Bay (Bloody Jack Adventures)

Dmeca


http://overanswer.com/en-us/dmca

